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Christian and Jews have Eden, the ancient Greeks had

and since seen many temples and shrines but none of them rival
Kinkaku—ji for its beauty. It is not just the golden temple itself
that is beautiful but it is how the Shogun Ashikaga Yoshimitsu's

builder has designed the landscape around it. The pond and the trees
| around it seemed to have been perfectly placed. The famous American

between the building and its surroundings, 600 years before someone

had shown him how.
the Elysium fields, the Vikings had Valhalla but to me Kinkaku-ji was

Every culture has a mythical place, which is supposed to be the
a piece of heaven put on earth.

architect Frank Lloyd Wright strove to reach this perfect balance
perfect place.

One day we visited Kyoto and I got to see Kinkaku—ji.

it in pictures but they did not do it justice.

I was not obsessed enough to want to burn it down but no other
building or place has left me with such a strong impression or

enjoying the beauty of Kinkaku-ji I was getting angry for I felt the
gotten such an emotional response for me.

other people were disturbing my enjoyment.

Yukio Mishima’s The Golden Pavilion.
take pleasure in this Eden with no one to disturb me.

for few people arrived while I was gazing at the temple.

It shows its visitors what serenity truly is
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